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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CoimfirmationNo. 3893 



CENTER 

2004 



Examiner: John A. Richardson 

Art Unit 3641 



Applicants: Bruce Hinton et al. 

Serial No.: 10/677,130 

Filed: 10/01/2003 

For: PRESSURE VESSEL 

Applicants' Ref. No. NSD 2002-013 

Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

REQUIREMENT FOR RESTRICTION AND/OR ELECTION 
Li a communication mailed 7/27/2004 pursuant to 35 USC 121 (PTOL-326), the Examiner 
advised the Applicants that they must elect one of the identified species and identity all claims that 
read on the identified species. The period to reply was set to expire in one month, i.e., on 
8/27/2004. 

In response thereto, the Applicants hereby elect the design embodiment shown in Figures 4 
and 5, i.e., Species A. The Claims which read upon Species A include: Claims 1-3 and 5-9 and new 
Claims 10 - 12. 

The Applicants authorize the Examiner to cancel Claim 4 should the Examiner not 
withdraw this restriction requirement The Applicants hereby reserve the right to file a continuing 
application directed to Claim 4. 
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The Applicants respectfully traverse the requirement and request the Examiner to reconsider 
the requirement for the reason that (in the Applicants' view) an examination on the basis of all 
species would not involve substantially more resources and time than would an examination based 
upon one species. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees required by 37 CFR 1.16 or 
37 CFR L 1 7 as a result of this Response to Deposit Account No. 50-0947. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
Tele: (412) 374-3970 
Facsimile No. 412-374-3832 



J.C. Valentine:pl 
Reg. No. 27,239 
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